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> A HYBRiD stair/ramp navigates the site's slope
oug LRl (opposite} and invites the public into a plaza
oridge co (this image) at the heart of the building >
0 complex.
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THE CODE structure steps up to nine stories on its south side (below)
providing a series of landscaped terraces for occupants (right) at
successive levels.

cluded a three-story party wall building at the end of the mall above
the parking garage). The Center’s northeast corner faces the mall, with
its lowest volume at the bottom of a hill (into which it is partially
embedded) and seven levels of terraced green roofs stepping up behind
it. Varied facade treatments disguise the full scale of the remaining
structure. “Charlottesville is very cautious and approaches modernism
with one eye looking sideways,” says Fred Wolf, principal of WOLF
ACKERMAN. “When you're trying to do something this large in the
context of two- and three-story buildings that define the mall, there
are many ways this could go wrong in terms of the scale differential”

The project kept on track in part due to the client’s desire to give
back to the community. The idea grew into a public plaza, between the
building’s two wings, that flows from the pedestrian mall. This open
space navigates the 11-foot grade change between the streets with
hardscape, affectionately called the “stramp” for its integration of steps
and accessibility ramps into the sloped terrain, leveling midway at a
plateau populated with young trees, café seating, and benches. At the
top of this outdoor respite, a triangular water feature nestles into an
acute angle under the two-story bridge connecting the building’s north
and south wings, with the mirrored underside of the bridge bouncing
reflections throughout the plaza.

“Part of the success of the building and its urban gestures result
from the client making that important. Rather than maximizing the
development parcel, there was the foresight to understand that, in some
cases, less is more,” says Wolf’s partner, Dave Ackerman. “Creating
these kinds of public and private spaces, transforming the center of the
mall, and giving it a sense of place wouldn’t have been possible if they
weren’t on board.”









