PROJECTSPOTLIGHT

hicago's Schwab Rehabilitation Hospital renovated an

existing sfructure info a unique rooftop garden for horticul-
tural therapy — a process in which plants and gardening
activities are used fo improve body, mind and spirit. Innovative
design, lush landscaping, wellengineered waterproofing and
soil-support elements combine to make this fourth story rooftop
a very safe and special place.

n 2001, Schwab confracted landscape architecture firm
Douglas Hills Associates, Inc. to prepare a concept mastfer

plan for a therapeutic rooffop garden. Because the hospital
was also in the final stage of an adjacent $23 million,
multi-phased building addition/renovation project, litlle funds
were available. Through activism initiated by the landscape
architect, a lush garden on Schwab’s rooftop was made a
reality. The firm discovered special opportunities were
available through the City of Chicago’s Department of the
Environment, which was issuing green roof grants under its
Urban Heat Island Reduction Initiative; from which the hospital

received a $400,000 grant.

An integral component of the Schwab project is the walk-
way that flows around the garden perimeter, which is wide
and gently graded for wheelchair accessibility. The walkway is
unique because it is made of concrete pavers with a highly
reflective (ENERGY STAR® rated) surface to reflect the heat of
the sun. Set in an open joint assembly, the pavers dry quickly
as water is directed fo the roof drains below them.

he rooftop also incorporates a waterfall garden, a 60 ft.
stream, overhead shade pergola, large planters with
ornamental trees and raised beds for vegetables and herbs.
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Owner
Sinai Health System

Architect
Douglas Hills Associates, Inc.
(Landscape Architect)

Hydrotech Applicators
E.W. Olson Roofing, Inc.

Year Completed
2003

Waterproofing/Roofing Area
10,000 S.F Waterproofing
6,500 S.F Garden Roof® Assembly

Hydrotech Products

Monolithic Membrane 6125°-EV
Hydroflex® Protection Sheet
RootStop

STYROFOAM® Insulation

Moisture Retention/Drainage Panels
SystemFilter

Terra Pavers-RE®

American Hydrotech, Inc. Hydrotech Membrane Corporation
303 E Ohio Street, Chicago, IL 60611 10,951 Parkway, Ville D'Anjou
800.877.6125 Quebec, H1J 151

312.661.0731 (fax) 800.361.8924; 514.354.6649 (fax)

www.hydrotechusa.com
Please visit our website or call for information
on Hydrotech’s full line of high-performance
construction products



