
P
R

O
JE

C
TS

P
O

TL
IG

H
T

Oak Park 
Public Library
Oak Park, IL

Owner
City of Oak Park

Architect
Nagle Hartray Danker Kagen McKay
Carol Yetken (Landscape Architect)

General Contractor
The Meyne Company

Hydrotech Applicators
All Sealants, Inc.
Intrinsic Landscaping, Inc.

Year Completed
2003

Waterproofing/Roofing Area  
12,500 S.F. Garden Roof® Assembly

Hydrotech Products 
Monolithic Membrane 6125®-EV
Hydroflex® Protection Sheet
RootStop
STYROFOAM® Insulation
Moisture Retention/Drainage Panels
SystemFilter
LiteTop® Growing Media

Oak Park, nine miles west of downtown Chicago, is best
known for its Prairie Style houses designed by Frank Lloyd

Wright and for one of Wright's most famous contributions to
modern architecture, Unity Temple. Across the street from Unity
Temple stands the Oak Park Library, a new important civic
structure with an innovative design built upon the strong archi-
tectural heritage of Oak Park.

Amajor design goal for the library was to minimize the
impact on the environment through the use of sustainable

building materials and systems. Towards this goal, designers
decided upon an extensive Garden Roof®, with a 4-inch soil
mix and low-growing hardy plants to create a vegetated
rooftop that can hold up to the harsh environment without using
irrigation. Thanks to the relatively low weight of Hydrotech's
Garden Roof Assembly, no additional roof support was neces-
sary.

The Garden Roof Assembly incorporates Monolithic
Membrane 6125®-EV waterproofing, a high performance

hot-applied rubberized asphalt, together with drainage/water
retention elements, root barrier, insulation, and an engineered
lightweight growing medium. The assembly’s unique
Floradrain® component, made of 100 percent recycled
polyethylene, allows for moisture retention within the shallow
soil profile while also providing for proper drainage of excess
water.

Keeping with the building's sustainability goals, Oak Park
Library's Garden Roof requires minimal maintenance,

generates energy efficiency benefits, will extend the longevity
of the roof's waterproofing membrane, and reduces annual
stormwater runoff by an estimated 50 to 75 percent. The roof
will also contribute to better air quality in this architecturally
historic neighborhood.
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Hydrotech Membrane Corporation
10,951 Parkway, Ville D’Anjou 
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Please visit our website or call for information
on Hydrotech’s full line of high-performance
construction products
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